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FEETHAM IS WRONG TO QUESTION CONFIDENCE IN RGP 

 
The latest press statement by Hon Mr Feetham is so inherently self-contradictory that it 
shows up the many political flaws he presents to the community.  
 
Rather than any recent statement by the Chief Minister, it is manifestly clear that it was the 
GSD’s actions in government that risked a huge loss of confidence in the RGP so Mr 
Feetham would have been infinitely wiser not to have raised the issue in the first place. 
 
In a supreme irony, Mr Feetham’s press release makes reference to the notorious 1999 
Fishing Agreement.  To call for today’s politicians to build confidence in the Police and 
then praise the 1999 Fishing Agreement is so inherently self- contradictory that Mr 
Feetham appears to have thrown all sense of logic to the wind just for the sake of issuing 
a press release with his name on it. 
 
It is clear to anyone with any cursory legal understanding that the infamous 1999 Fishing 
Agreement was contrary to the rule of law.  As a result, it gave rise to massive problems 
for the RGP, given that there were criminal provisions on the statute book which they were 
never able to enforce because of Mr Caruana’s political agreement with Spanish 
fishermen. 
 
The position now is quite the opposite.  The law, and the RGP’s ability to enforce it, is now 
unfettered by any political agreement or other hindrance. 
 
In referring to the need for the Police to have further assets available to do their job, the 
Chief Minister has frequently emphasised that 2012 has been a great year for the Police, 
partly as a result of as the GSLP/Liberal government’s massive investment in maritime 
resources for the RGP.  This has involved acquiring two fast interceptor launches 
immediately upon being elected, as well as two larger vessels one of which has just 
arrived in Gibraltar.  Jet skis are also on order for the summer months to assist in policing 
bathing areas in a more flexible and efficient manner. The acquisition of these assets 
since the GSLP/Liberals came to office will make a major improvement in the RGP’s ability 
to do carry out its seaborne duties.  Moreover, these acquisitions are in addition to the 
recruitment of more police officers and the establishment of the Community Policing 



initiative, spearheaded by Commissioner Yome and involving the District Officers provided 
by Government. 
 
The GSLP/Liberal Government’s actions since 9th December last year have spoken 
louder than any words its real and tangible support for the RGP. 
 
All of these steps will help to further enhance the confidence the RGP enjoys in our 
community and which Mr Feetham’s press statement has, unfortunately, called into 
question. 
 
 


